
Additional information about Tejpa Papermaking Co-op and Zoe’s thesis project 

 

  

The Tejpa paper is made from the leaves of a mezcal plant. Once gathered, the process is 

then long and laborious – requiring hours of slicing (done by hand with a machete), 

soaking and grinding before the material is ready to be turned into paper. Extracts from 

yuka, another native plant, is added to the mixture of water and mezcal acting as a paste 

to keep the fibers together. The brilliant colors come mostly from a variety of natural 

sources; avocado seeds, corn tassels, coffee plants, banana leaves, and certain seeds and 

flowers are just a few of the sources of natural pigment.  

 

In 2005, Dr. Daniel Baker of the Community Development and Applied Economics 

(CDAE) department at University of Vermont was introduced to the Tejpa Cooperative. 

He met them through his development work in Honduras and saw the possibility for a 

thriving relationship between the University of Vermont and the Tejpa women. Dr. Baker 

created a side project as part of his Community and International Economic 

Transformation course, which travels to Honduras each year to implement projects 

developed over the semester. 2007 was the first year a group from UVM began working 

specifically with the Tejpa artisans. They held a simple workshop in which they taught 

the women two new book designs, and one stationary set design. The workshop was well 

received and the women are still using the stitch binding journal introduced by the UVM 

group.   

 

Intrigued by the beauty of their craft and potential of the project I decided to enroll in Dr. 

Baker’s course, and find a way to develop the relationship with Tejpa into my 

undergraduate research and honors thesis. With varying degrees of education, and very 

little business or market knowledge, the women of Tejpa have been doing their best to 

produce and sell their work in Honduras. However, without proper information and 

access to a viable target market, their sales remain low. This is where I found the 

opportunity to use my skills and resources to promote the sustainability of a small 

community cooperative. For the past year I have been doing work and research in an 

effort to help these women advance their handicraft and develop their business; 

ultimately connecting the women to markets in the United States. 

 

 Some of the main objectives that I have currently been working on include developing a 

product catalogue, solidifying prices and names of products, and gathering market 

research and information. With very limited means of communication with the women 

(their village has no electricity or phones) the process has been difficult and complicated. 

But progress has been made, and the beauty and unique style of their craft has allowed 

this project to maintain momentum.  


